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   You might agree, itôs a challenge to find 
   Minnesotaôs mnmnmnmnmnmnmnmnmn 
   mnmnmnmnmnmnmnmnmnmnmnmnmn 
   mnmnmmnhiddenmnmnmnmnmnmnmn 
   mnmnmnmnmmnmnmemployersmnmn! 

                         

  The majority of Minnesotaôs more than 
   200,000 employers are ones you never heard 

   of. Fact: the majority of Minnesotaôs jobs are 

   at organizations having fewer than fifty  

   employees. They can be hard to spot. Today  

    weôll look at some strategies to reveal those 

   elusive employment opportunities which are 

   cloaked from most job seekersô eyes. 

 

You may or may not be an optimist about the economy, but if youôre attending our 

video meeting this morning one thing is likely: youôre hopeful ï hopeful of finding a 

better way to uncover those proverbial hidden jobs known to make up more than 80 

percent of the job market. Reason for hope comes from commentary by Kyle Uphoff, 

former Analyst at Minnesotaôs DEED and now State Program Administrative 

Coordinator at Minnesotaôs Office of Management and Budget: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEED reports that many of Minnesotaôs industries and occupations 

have job vacancies at or near record highs. In a recent quarter there 

were 0.4 unemployed persons for each vacancy ï meaning there were 

more than twice as many open positions as unemployed individuals in 

Minnesota. The health care and social assistance industry had the most 

job vacancies with more than 45,000 openings, followed by retail 

LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ άŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜέ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ Ŝconomic decline 
that I have been hearing about for 50 years.  However, a level of 
paranoia is not a bad thing as it spurs a country to innovate in 
policy.  There are problems and the wealth is there to help 
alleviate those problems but that is another discussion.  
                           ς Kyle Uphoff, Minnesota Management and Budget 
 



trade with almost 28,500 vacancies, accommodation and food services with nearly 

26,000 postings, and manufacturing with nearly 19,000 vacancies. Combined, those 

four industries accounted for two-thirds of the total openings in the state. 

Some are quick to point out that the retail and hospitality industries often fail to offer 

well-paying jobs with good benefits. That is contrasted by the potentials in health care 

and high-tech manufacturing. Finding the best jobs is a process of detection! 

Minnesota has one of the best economies in what is still one of the best times to be a 

job seeker. Letôs expound on ways to track down those job opportunities, most of  

which even now are concealed and out of plain view! 

 

 

MŜǘƘƻŘǎ ǘƻ 5ƛǎŎŜǊƴ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀΩǎ IƛŘŘŜƴ 9ƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎ 

High Touch Job Hunting (In other words, more phone and face time, less time on 

                                             your computer.) 

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/your -career-depends-adopting-high-touch-job-

hunting-lou-adler/  

Attend Chamber of Commerce Meetings If you want to encounter business people 

and business owners, thatôs where they congregate! Be constantly asking people you 

meet what skills they need in their workers, and what they may be willing to train on-

the-job for. Be alert for matches. 

MN Chamber of Commerce Directory 

https://www.uschamber.com/co/chambers/minnesota  

CareerForceMN.com/JobFairs  https://www.careerforcemn.com/jobfairs  

Attend a Networking Event (Attention, introverts! Bringing a friend along to such 

gatherings reduces angst by at least one third. Letting your opposite do most of the 

talking further reduces discomfort, while you focus on listening. Do not forget at least 

to smile!)  
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Reference Solutions, a business database free through the Hennepin County Library 

system. Reference Solutions is a great tool to identify employers by field / industry, by 

Zip code, and additional ways.  

The best way to become accustomed to the 

reference solutions tool/database is to simply 

open it, explore it, and start using it. It can 

generate employer lists based on the parameters 

you set, such as industry or location. Reference 

Solutions can give you access to the names and often phone numbers and emails of key 

people. 

Follow these directions:  

A Hennepin County library card will be needed. People in other counties can either 

visit their local library and have their library register their library card with the 

Hennepin County Library, or they can stop into any Hennepin County library branch in 

person and have their library card registered.  

To access the Reference Solutions web site go to the Hennepin County Library  

web site, https://hclib.org/ . Click the down arrow by the word óBrowse.ô Then click 

óOnline Resources.ô Then click the down arrow next to óShow All Categories.ô Then 

click on óDirectories.ô Then scroll down to Reference Solutions, place your cursor on 

the words óReference Solutionsô and click. At this point, you will have to enter your 

library card bar code and pin number to log in.  

For HELP using Reference Solutions: People needing help with Reference Solutions or 

anything related to employer research can seek help from Hennepin County Library.  

Request assistance at https://www.hclib.org/contact#ask-us or 612-543-KNOW (5669). 

To register for a free library card which can be used right away to access online 

resources go to https://www.hclib.org/about/library-cards#get-a-library-card .   

 

Reference Solutions can be accessed at any time from any location with your HCL 

library card. Go to Browse: Online Resources: Databases: 

https://www.hclib.org/browse/online-resources. Choose Reference Solutions.  

 

To create lists of companies for company research: Reference Solutions: US 

Businesses option. 

To use Reference Solutions to find actual job postings: US Jobs & Internships option  

 

Search for Jobs with Reference Solutions, an in-depth, 22-minute video on YouTube 

from Jessamine County, Kentucky, Public Library.  https://youtu.be/A740b-sQt7w   
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More Databases 

               Go to Ą  www.hclib.org/browse/online-resources 
¶ Business Source Premier includes news articles.             

¶ ABI/Inform news articles. 

¶ Net Advantage for the financial sector. 

¶ Mergent Intellect ï also for the financial sector. 

¶ Business Insight Global ï gives company profiles and background overviews. 

Useful for checking companiesô competitors as well. 

¶ Minnesota Department of Healthôs License Database 

 

 

Career One Stopôs Business Finder -  

https://www.careeronestop.org/toolkit/jobs/find-businesses.aspx The Business Finder 

includes contact information for more than 12 million employers in the United States. 

Industry Pages on CareerForceMN.com ï Go to https://www.careerforcemn.com/industry/all-

industries to find out about opportunities in Business Services, Health Care, Information 

Technology, Construction, Manufacturing, the Services Sector, Public Services, and 

Natural Resources. Donôt miss https://www.careerforcemn.com/careerforce-

blog/occupations-projected-be-fastest-growing-minnesota-over-next-two-years.  

Zip Recruiter - https://www.ziprecruiter.com/  (Casting about through posted job 

lists can give one a forlorn feeling, canôt it? For morale purposes, be certain not to 

dwell on job board searches for too long without interspersing that disconsolate quest 

with an activity less seclusive, and more communal and interactive!) 

 

Niche Websites ï These are specialty job boards specific to occupations or industries.  

https://www.themuse.com/advice/the-17-best-niche-job-search-websites-to-help-you-

cut-through-all-the-clutter 

The following list of niche websites courtesy of Liz Jennings, DEED Employer 

Engagement Specialist:  

Arts and Communications and nonprofits 

https://jobs.springboardforthearts.org/ 

https://www.pollenmidwest.org/opportunities/ 

https://www.thebrandlab.org/job-board/ 

https://jobs.minnesotanonprofits.org/ 

https://www.entertainmentcareers.net/music-jobs/?jcat=119&state=MN 
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Higher Ed 

https://www.higheredjobs.com/state/search.cfm?State=MN&Remote=1 

https://upper-midwest.hercjobs.org/jobs/?keywords=&place=minnesota&disciplie=       

 

Church work 

https://www.churchstaffing.com/jobs/?q=&loc=Minneapolis%2C+Minnesota 

https://mpls-synod.org/for-congregations/job-opportunities/ 

https://spas-elca.org/resources/job-openings/ 

https://careers.archspm.org/ 

 

Government 

MN State Government https://mn.gov/mmb/careers/   

www.Governmentjobs.com 

MN County Government https://www.indeed.com/q-County-Government-l-
Minnesota-jobs.html  

Municipal https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/mncities      
  

Education 

https://mncharterschools.org/careers/ 

https://educationminnesota.org/about-us/careers/ 
 

Remote jobs 

https://www.roseint.com/hotjobs/ 

Use Google Maps to Find Employers ï with an acknowledgement to Don Green! 

Tips for searches on Google Maps. Examples include: 

¶ Specific businesses:  Starbucks . 

¶ Types of places:  coffee near central park . 

¶ Narrow your results by using the city and state:  groceries in Atlanta, GA . 

¶ Narrow your results by using a zip code:  gas in 94131 . 

¶ Address, city, state, country, or airport:  1600 Amphitheater Parkway Mountain View 

CA, LAX, Los Angeles Airport, or Mount Everest, Nepal .                               5 

https://www.higheredjobs.com/state/search.cfm?State=MN&Remote=1
https://upper-midwest.hercjobs.org/jobs/?keywords=&place=minnesota&disciplie=
https://www.churchstaffing.com/jobs/?q=&loc=Minneapolis%2C+Minnesota
https://mpls-synod.org/for-congregations/job-opportunities/
https://spas-elca.org/resources/job-openings/
https://careers.archspm.org/
https://mn.gov/mmb/careers/
http://www.governmentjobs.com/
https://www.indeed.com/q-County-Government-l-Minnesota-jobs.html
https://www.indeed.com/q-County-Government-l-Minnesota-jobs.html
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/mncities
https://mncharterschools.org/careers/
https://educationminnesota.org/about-us/careers/
https://www.roseint.com/hotjobs/


¶ Friends and other contacts (you must be signed in):  Alex Cooper . 

          

Use Google Maps to assist with your travel ï idea contributed by  Steven Jones! 

 

Trade Publications 

Often published by business and professional associations. Google the name of your 

field with the key word ópublicationsô or ójournalsô or ópublicationsô. (See the PDF 

ñUse Professional and Business Associations to Land a Jobò) 

 

Minnesota Business Publications (the following descriptions from the Web) 

 Twin Cities Business Magazine https://tcbmag.com/  
Find Twin Cities Business is Minnesotaôs leading provider of business news, 

insight, and analysis through a monthly magazine, twice-weekly e-newsletter, 

daily online news stories, events, and an annual business information guide. Get 

to know the personalities of our regionôs most influential leaders, exploring the 

ñhowò behind their success, strategies and solutions. Discusses todayôs most 

pressing issues, examines trends and outlooks, and provides the context, 

perspective, and information leaders have come to depend upon. 

  

      

 

 Minneapolis/St. Paul Business Journal https://www.bizjournals.com/twincities/ 

Find the latest breaking business news, updated throughout the day, some of the 

weekôs top stories from the print edition of Minneapolis/St. Paul Business 

Journal. 

  

  

 

Minnesota Business http://www.minnesotabusiness.com 
Published by Tiger Oak Media and based in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Business 
magazine covering small and mid size companies throughout the state, 

revealing the successes, challenges, and lessons 

to be drawn from their experiences. Covers a full 

range of industries, providing a mix of companies  

and people in each issue.                                                                                   

Readers can find a variety of information as well as inspiring stories regarding 

businesses. 

 

https://tcbmag.com/
https://www.bizjournals.com/twincities/
http://www.minnesotabusiness.com/


 

 Minnesota Valley Business 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development 

(DEED) https://mn.gov/deed/newscenter/publications/  

General information about Minnesota economic trends, newsletters, and more. 
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https://mn.gov/deed/newscenter/publications/


University of Minnesota Business News and Scholarly Articles 

 https://libguides.umn.edu/BusinessNewsArticles   (screenshot) Ҩ 

 

  

CareerForce Staff Favorites   

Use your local Chamber of Commerce. ς Steve Kolcinski, DEED Veterans Representative 

L ŀƳ ŀ [ƛƴƪŜŘLƴ CŀƴΗ ¢ȅǇŜ άwŜŎǊǳƛǘŜǊ,έ ά¢ŀƭŜƴǘ !Ŏǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴέ ƻǊ άhŦŦƛŎŜ aŀƴŀƎŜǊέ ƛƴǘƻ 
the search tool and see who comes up. Some HR Departments might be too small to 
do regular advertisements. ς Robert Willis, DEED Veterans Representative   8 

https://libguides.umn.edu/BusinessNewsArticles

